
4th International Wind Music Festival

26 September–19 October 



VILNIUS WINDS 2025

In autumn 2025, the festival Vilnius Winds will welcome residents and visitors of Vilnius 

for the fourth time, bringing together Lithuanian and international wind music fans and 

talented performers. This year’s festival programme features a carefully curated selection of 

multi-genre wind music: from classical to jazz paraphrases and from traditional to contem-

porary music. Orchestral performances, chamber ensemble concerts, forums and discussi-

ons with festival performers and composers await our audience.

A special event at the festival will be the opening concert dedicated to French composer 

Olivier Messiaen, a classic of modern music. His magnificent work for wind orchestra and 

percussion, ‘Et Exspecto Resurrectionem Mortuorum’ (And I Wait for the Resurrection of 

the Dead), will be performed for the first time in Lithuania. 

The second concert of the festival is dedicated to chamber music and the 150th anniversary 

of the birth of Mikalojus Konstantinas Čiurlionis. The concert will feature Čiurlionis’ arran-

gements supplemented with new contexts from his contemporaries. 

In the subsequent concert, the audience will have a unique opportunity to hear orchestral 

compositions by one of today’s world preeminent composers of wind music, Frank Ticheli 

(USA), conducted by the composer himself. Ticheli’s music has won numerous prestigious 

awards and is considered to be one of the treasures of wind music.

The festival will be crowned by the wind ensemble, I Solisti della Scala. The ensemble con-

sists of musicians from the orchestra of the famous La Scala Theatre (Italy), who will present 

a programme showcasing their artistic and technical expertise.

We wish you inspirational moments, new discoveries and unforgettable experiences!

Prof. dr. Antanas Kučinskas

Artistic Director for Repertoire 
Lithuanian Symphonic Wind Orchestra 



FESTIVAL PROGRAMME

Programme: Olivier Messiaen
Tickets – € 20

Programme: Mikalojus Konstantinas Čiurlionis, Carl 
Reinecke, Gustav Holst and others
Tickets – € 20

Programme: Frank Ticheli, Viet Coung
Tickets – € 20, € 30 and € 40

Programme: Antonio Salieri, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, 
Charles Gounod, Gaetano Donizetti 
Tickets – € 25 and € 35

Church of St. Johns, Šv. Jono St. 12, Vilnius

Vilnius Picture Gallery, Didžioji St. 4, Vilnius

Lithuanian National Philharmonic, Aušros Vartų St. 5, Vilnius 

Vaidila Theatre, A. Jakšto St. 9, Vilnius 

26 September (Friday), 19.00

1 October (Wednesday), 19.00

8 October (Saturday), 19.00

19 October (Sunday), 19.00

Celestial Colours

The Echoes of Čiurlionis

Fantastic Dreams

I Solisti della Scala



Celestial Colours

PERFORMERS 
Lithuanian Symphonic Wind Orchestra
Karolis Variakojis, conductor
Benas Jonušas, organ

PROGRAMME 
Olivier Messiaen, Apparition de l‘Église éternelle / Apparition of the Eternal Church, 
arranger David J. Miller (1932/2012)

Olivier Messiaen, L‘Ascension / Ascension Day for organ (1933)
• Alléluias sereins d‘une âme qui désire le ciel / Serene Alleluias of a Soul that Longs for 

the Heavens 

• Transports de joie d‘une âme devant la gloire du Christ qui est la sienne / Outbursts of 

Joy From a Soul Before the Self-Fulfilling Glory of Christ

Olivier Messiaen, Et exspecto resurrectionem mortuorum / And I await the Resur-
rection of the Dead (1964)

• Des profondeurs de l‘abîme, je crie vers toi, Seigneur: Seigneur, écoute ma voix! / Out 

of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice!

• Le Christ, ressuscité des morts, ne meurt plus; la mort n‘a plus sur lui d‘empire / Christ, 

risen from the dead, no longer dies; death has no dominion over him

• L‘heure vient où les morts entendront la voix du Fils de Dieu... / The time comes when 

the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God…

• Ils ressusciteront, glorieux, avec un nom nouveau - dans le concert joyeux des étoiles 

et les acclamations des fils du ciel / They shall rise again in glory, with a new name - in 

the joyful music of the stars and the acclamations of the sons of heaven

• Et j‘entendis la voix d‘une foule immense... / And I heard the sound of a great crowd...

Church of St. Johns, Šv. Jono St. 12, Vilnius26 September (Friday), 19.00



Olivier Messiaen is one of the most prominent French composers of the 20th 
century and modern music figure. Much of Messiaen’s work was inspired by his 
deeply held Christian faith, with religious themes and symbols reflected abun-
dantly in his compositions. The relationship of man, nature and the divine, the 
quest for transcendence and heavenly light permeate the composer’s entire oeu-
vre. Wind instruments play an important role in Messiaen’s style. The composer 
wrote a number of works for large wind and percussion ensembles. One of them, 
Et exspecto resurrectionem mortuorum (And I await the Resurrection of the Dead), 
is a monumental work featuring a powerful and massive sound, and will be perfor-
med for the first time in Lithuania. The title of the work is based on texts from the 
church liturgy, and the music conveys apocalyptic visions and a message of hope 
of the Resurrection. Like most of Messiaen’s other works, its performance requires 
an exceptionally high level of skill. The concert will also feature two parts from 
Messiaen’s work L‘Ascension (Ascension Day) for the organ and performed by the 
young organist, Benas Jonušas.

THE LITHUANIAN SYMPHONIC WIND ORCHESTRA is a versatile ensemble 
that performs the music of different genres and styles. The orchestra appears with 
high profile local and international soloists, like the percussion ensemble Giunter 
Percussion, pianist Petras Geniušas, saxophonist Anders Paulsson (Sweden), con-
ductors Leif Karlsson (Sweden), Johan de Meij (the Netherlands) and others. The 
ambition to be a driven, modern, and contemporary ensemble is reflected in their 
innovative concert programme. The orchestra offers a variety of artistic collabo-
rations, including such performing arts as theatre, cinema and dance. It performs 
music by Lithuanian and international composers (Žibuoklė Martinaitytė, Algirdas 
Martinaitis, Šarūnas Nakas, Frank Ticheli and others), initiates new creative works, 
facilitates music publishing and educational projects, and organizes master classes 
and seminars for conductors.

Benas Jonušas studied the organ at the Lithuanian Academy of Music and Theatre, 
under Prof. Renata Marcinkutė-Lesieur, and at the University of Salzburg, under 
Prof. Hannfried Lucke. He has participated in masterclasses in the Netherlands, 
Italy, Austria, and Lichtenstein. Jonušas has given organ concerts in Vilnius, at Salz-
burg Cathedral and the Solitär Hall of the Mozarteum University. He also plays the 
harpsichord and piano and studied the clavichord under Prof. F. Birsak-Hayer at 
the Mozarteum University.



The Echoes of Čiurlionis

PERFORMERS 
Members of the Lithuanian Symphonic Wind Orchestra – Ernesta Vauraitė, flute, 
Agnė Ivanauskaitė, oboe, Rapolas Bartulis, clarinet/bass clarinet, Ringailė Jagmi-
nienė, horn, Darius Stoskeliūnas, bassoon, Liucilė Uršulė Vilimaitė, harp

PROGRAMME
Pieces by Mikalojus Konstantinas Čiurlionis, Gustav Holst, Carl Reinecke, and 
others 

To celebrate the 150th anniversary of the birth of the famous Lithuanian composer 
and artist, Mikalojus Konstantinas Čiurlionis, members of the Lithuanian Sympho-
nic Wind Orchestra have prepared a chamber programme to showcase Čiurlionis 
and some of his contemporaries. Like many symbolists of his time, Čiurlionis was 
striving for art synthesis. This idea inspired the orchestra to curate a programme of 
pieces created by different composers from a similar period, to reflect their related 
artistic ideas. Unexpected juxtapositions and arrangements will draw parallels be-
tween pieces by Čiurlionis, by Carl Reinecke, his teacher in the Leipzig Conserva-
tory, by his contemporary, Gustav Holst, and others. This time lens will lend us a 
clearer view of the ways in which Čiurlionis is unique within European and global 
art history but was also similar to others from his era.

Vilnius Picture Gallery, Didžioji St. 4, Vilnius

1 October (Wednesday), 18.00



Fantastic Dreams

PERFORMERS
Lithuanian Symphonic Wind Orchestra 
Frank Ticheli, conductor 
Soloist Rimvydas Savickas, clarinet

PROGRAMME 
Frank Ticheli, Pacific Fanfare (1994–2022) 				  
Viet Cuong, Deciduous (2022) 				  
Frank Ticheli, Clarinet Concerto (2010)				  
Frank Ticheli, Fantastic Dreams (2023)				  
Frank Ticheli, Lux Perpetua (2020) 					   
Frank Ticheli, Blue Shades (1996 / 2025)		   

The visit of American composer Frank Ticheli (USA) to Vilnius is a special event in 
the Lithuanian cultural context. Ticheli is one of the best-known contemporary 
composers for symphonic wind orchestra and has won numerous awards, including 
the American Academy of Arts and Letters Music Prize, the NBA/William D. Revelli 
Wind Orchestra Composition Contest, the Guggenheim Fellowship, etc. Ticheli’s 
music has been described as “optimistic and thoughtful” (Los Angeles Times), “lean 
and muscular” (New York Times), and having “an ear for striking instrumental colo-
urs” (South Florida Sun Sentinel). Many of his works have become symphonic wind 
band standards. This concert features Blue Shades and the Clarinet Concerto, full 
of jazz paraphrases, Fantastic Dreams, a four-movement work in different moods 
based on real dreams, and Lux Perpetua, a piece filled with light. The programme 
will also include Deciduous by Viet Cuong, a popular American composer of the 
younger generation.

Lithuanian National Philharmonic, Aušros Vartų St. 5, Vilnius 

8 October (Saturday), 19.00



I Solisti della Scala

PERFORMERS 
Members of the La Scala Theatre Orchestra – Andrea Manco, flute, Fabrizio Melo-
ni, clarinet, Christian Chiodi Latini, clarinet, Pedro Pereira de Sa, oboe, Gianni Vie-
ro, oboe, Gabriele Screpis, bassoon, Marion Reinhard, bassoon, Natalino Ricciardo, 
horn, Piero Mangano, horn

PROGRAMME 
Antonio Salieri, Armonia per un tempio della notte / Harmony for a Temple of the 
Night (1798)
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Serenade for Wind Instruments No.11 E flat major, Kv 
375 (1781)
Charles Gounod, Petite Symphonie / Little Symphony for Winds (1885)
Gaetano Donizetti, Sinfonia for Winds in G minor (1819)

The Ensemble I Solisti della Scala was founded in 1990 by Maestro Riccardo Muti, 
the then Music Director of the La Scala Theatre. The ensemble consists of the 
most prominent soloists of the La Scala Theatre and the philharmonic orchestra 
of the same name. Its composition varies. The ensemble performs a repertoire 
ranging from classical to contemporary music. Since its foundation, it has been a 
regular participant in La Scala’s chamber music seasons. The ensemble also per-
forms in major concert halls in Italy and abroad, such as Carnegie Hall in New York, 
the Musikverein in Vienna, the Tonhalle in Zurich, the Suntory Hall in Tokyo, etc. 
The ensemble’s recordings have been released under such international labels as 
Deutsche Grammophon, Decca, Warner Classics, Sony, CPO, Amadeus, and Limen 
Music.

Vaidila Theatre, A. Jakšto St. 9, Vilnius 

19 October (Sunday), 19.00
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The Echoes of Čiurlionis
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